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Riddle

Why did the invisible man
go crazy? 

Send your guess to
Christine.  Good Luck! 

Answer to last month's
riddle was: A postage
stamp.

After 5

September 2013 

Back to School..
 
We hope that all of you with school aged children had a
smooth return to school!
 
Sincerely,
The Barristers Title Staff
Sal, Maria H., Angel, Lindsey, Vanessa, Candace, Holly,
Summer, Maria B., Lee, Landis, Alphonso and Christine

Affiliated Business
Arrangements
 
All of us are familiar with the Affiliated Business
Arrangement (AfBA).  I suspect that it offers most, if not all,
of us much consternation.  For obvious reasons, it is a
source of great frustration for us.  I will not bother citing the
law, because I think we can all agree that it is illegal for
Lenders and/or Real Estate Agents to force you to use their
AfBA.  Now, I know that they all have the buyer/borrower
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In our After 5 column we
like to bring you some
information about what our
customers are doing after
5:00pm and quitting time.
 
This month we want to let
you know about an event
in our area aimed to
support the Down
Syndrome community.
 

 
Sarah Lucente, a client
and attorney with Wishart
Norris Henninger and
Pittman, is participating in
3-2-1 Dash for Down
Syndrome and she wants
you to participate too!
 
On Saturday November
9th there will be a 5k and
one mile fun run held in
Ballantyne.  Read more
about the event by clicking
here.
 
If you have something
you'd like to see featured
here in the "After 5"
column, please email
Christine.

sign something that indicates their desire to use the AfBA -- 
which effectively takes that decision out of your hands -- but
how informed is that decision, really?  I am reminded of a
recent anecdote from one of our customers who represented
a buyer who signed forms for the lender AND the Realtor
requiring the usage of each company's AfBA.  Sounds like
one very informed buyer.  As many of you know, I used to
practice law and do closings not that long ago. . . so I get
the concept of being mindful of where your bread is being
buttered.  If I have spoken to any of you about this topic,
you know that I have advised not to burn bridges when it
comes to potential referral sources if at all possible.  Having
said that, you all are in the best possible position to decide
what is in the best interests of your client.  You know which
title agencies or Underwriters have specialized knowledge
regarding particular areas of the law.  You know which
agencies or underwriters have the best access to prior
policies.  You also know which agencies or underwriters are
most likely to insure over a particular title matter.  How
much success have you had getting a prior policy from an
AfBA?  Have you ever spoken to Counsel for an AfBA or
gotten someone to insure over a title defect?  How many
AfBA's are staffed with counsel who can answer your
question about the new lien law, for example?  So. . . let me
ask this. . . Why are you allowing someone to take away
your ability to represent your clients to the best of your
ability?
 
The simple fact of the matter is that AfBAs don't have to
earn your business.  At Barrister's Title, we have three (3)
people whose main responsibility is to find you a  prior
policy so that you or your abstractor don't have to do a full
search.  In addition to having access to me virtually 24-7,
you also have access to experienced counsel at Fidelity,
First American, North American and Old Republic to help
you deal with title matters or answer questions.  The reason
we do these things?  Because we want to earn your
business.  Something the AfBAs do not have to worry
about.  You all have very challenging jobs.  Imagine how
much harder that would be if independent agencies like
Barrister's Title, Morehead Title or Attorneys' Title were not
around to help?
 
We ask that you fight the good fight when you can.  If you
are inclined to fight for the right to represent your client
without interference from a Lender or Real Estate Broker
who is simply looking to capitalize on a "revenue stream" we
have some suggestions.  First, you can ask your client to
sign this form (or something like it). Second, you can tell the
lender or real estate agent about your obligations to your
client as was outlined by the State Bar in Ethics
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Opinion 2011 FEO 4.
 
We understand that you can't always say "no" to a request
to use AfBA, for a variety of reasons.  To the extent that you
can, tell that lender or Real Estate Agent that you are going
to use the title agency or underwriter that helps make your
job easier day in and day out.  If all of you did that often
enough, there would not be any AfBAs around to tell you
what to do. Thanks for fighting. . .
 
sb
 

The Quill Funny

In honor of the beginning of football season...

Our very own Alphonso Smith Does The Carlton Dance

 

Meet the Family:
Summer Hogan

Summer is a native of
Charlotte and a graduate of the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.  Summer Hogan
joins us after several  years as
a practicing paralegal in
Charlotte.
  
Prior to working as a paralegal, Summer was a closing
coordinator in the new construction department of a local
Charlotte-based real estate firm.  All told, Summer has been
in the real estate industry for more than 10 years. 
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Consequently, she has extensive knowledge and experience
in the real estate industry. 
 
Summer will be assisting in our Customer Care Team and
may be that voice on the other end of your prior policy
requests.
 
Summer lives in the Lake Norman area with her son, Liam.
 
Please check out our "Contact Us" page on our website to
see bios of all of our staff.
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